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1545 AMS LCRD S5927.1

HB 1545 - S COW AMD

By Commttee on Labor, Commerce, Research & Devel opnent

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that the current
system of stopping paynent of industrial insurance death benefits to
surviving spouses upon the remarriage of the surviving spouse may be
based on archaic notions that are not in-line with nodern society.
Many pension prograns, including the |law enforcenent officers' and
firefighters' retirement system have renoved the remarriage
prohi bition and all ow surviving spouses to continue to receive benefits
after remarri age. The legislature further finds that sonme surviving
spouses of law enforcenent officers' and firefighters' retirenent
system nenbers have expressed concerns that term nating benefits upon
remarriage penalizes the spouse for nmoving on with his or her life.
The legislature declares that it is time to study the policy of
termnating industrial insurance death benefits upon remarriage of the
survi ving spouse and determ ne whet her changes need to be nmade to the
wor kers' conpensation system

(2) The workers' conpensation advisory commttee nust study the
current practice of termnating industrial insurance death benefits
upon remarriage of the surviving spouse of a | aw enforcenent officers
and firefighters' retirenment systemnenber. The study nust address the
fol | ow ng:

(a) The reasons behind the policy of termnating death benefits
upon remarriage of the surviving spouse;

(b) Potential <costs to the workers' conpensation system if
i ndustrial insurance death benefits are continued after remarri age of
the surviving spouse of a |law enforcenment officers' and firefighters
retirement system nenber, and potential costs if this policy were
applied to all workers;
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(c) Methods to offset potential costs, including providing a
reduced benefit if the surviving spouse chooses to receive benefits for
life;

(d) How workers' conpensation death benefits are admnistered in
other states and whether any state continues these benefits after
remarriage; and

(e) Such other itens the workers' conpensation advisory conmttee
deens necessary.

(3) The workers' conpensation advisory conmttee nust report its
findings to the appropriate commttees of the |egislature by Decenber
1, 2009.

(4) This section expires January 1, 2010."

HB 1545 - S COW AMD
By Commttee on Labor, Comerce, Research & Devel opnent

On page 1, line 2 of the title, after "officers;" strike the
remai nder of the title and insert "creating a new section; and
provi ding an expiration date."

EFFECT: Requires the Wrkers' Conpensation Advisory Commttee to
study issues relating to allowing a surviving spouse to continue to
receive industrial insurance death benefits after remarriage. The
commttee nust consider potential costs to the workers' conpensation
systemas a whole and as it relates to providing this benefit to LEOFF
menbers only. The commttee nust also study how other states
adm nister their workers' conpensation death benefits and ways to
offset costs in this state. A report nust be given to the legislature
by Decenber 1, 20009.
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